DeBakey Surgitool mechanical heart valve prosthesis, explanted at 32 years.
Contemporary mechanical heart value prostheses are expected to last "just about forever" or the patient's lifeline. They do however still suffer complications, some of which necessitate premature explantation. Complications today are mainly related to patient compliance with anticoagulant medication, infection and hemorrhage. The DeBakey Surgitool mechanical heart valve was the first such device to have Pyrolyte components. We present a DeBakey surgitool mechanical heart valve that was in place for 32 years! It was explanted for dysfunction related to tissue overgrowth and not to its related components. With good patient compliance, this mechanical heart valve prosthesis is an example of good prosthetic valve durability.